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Commissioners Declare Present
Law Restricting Interest to
One Per Cont Works Hard-
ship on Poor.

Utilities Board. They Say, Has
Ample Pewer to Lower Price;'

" M P 10NN Feh, 1t Leven nf Vairope a2
Df Gas and Grant UnWﬁrS: [!,.,‘.r- . Amerlen have heen myntend
B fosdy pat o ont nf businesx
TranSfﬂro. | Mar mare than a tnonth they hiave
Lovern lving wt the hattam of the geenn
pemiporar v ueeless  while  the 0o
e . e : e tiaining ares ars ovarburdened wiil
Declarng the law now in forc e wrent mnse of  eommuniest o
Yimiting interest tn | per cent &, paostne daily hetween the fwo con
- . (§ L] nts
month has worked a hardship oni ", o e information 1= unob
poor persons. the Commissioners tainahic here, hut it was rumored to
) Py that & new tyvpe of German sub
todav sent to Congress a favorable | v qetie, cquipped for cable cuttiog
: T owolking off LKurcpe's west
report on the il intoduced by [May b welld Y
LA BORTLE A
(:oﬂgreﬁkfﬂan Pﬁﬂl' ui North r:ﬂrn"' Sear Freneh Coast,
lina increasing the rate of interest, M+ IMertoi cubles stretehinu frov
. Phirast for 2000 milles Lo Cape ud mnul
under the “'loan shark act” from s i rumored, have heen
—— ; . - Hipped off the Proneh comat,  Five
1 to per cent a month.  The | Tt o o Treland to New
legislation secks alsn to prevemuyirmmdland and  Nova Seotiun ove
L . which wach of the business between
Joans being made outside of the | ,dun and Ameriean «cittes putscs, |
District on a ication made yeported to hinve hesn ut
Dlstrlct ' PP“L” n made in ”"IC The npossibility that Europe might
'Dlﬁmct. floge wll divect  ecable communication |
q . [ |‘ . ]‘ A . d tﬂ Pt Amerien f the ramors prove to
Lpec‘n egislation ] [O‘I ng r”l(‘ well founded, Is not remote

a reduction in the price of gas, in.
the opinion of the Commissioners |
fs not necessary, in view of the
powers _confereed upon the Public!
Utilities Commission.

BOARD HAS AMPLE POWERS.

Tn reports transinitted on four bille to
raduce the nrice of @as. the baard States
that the publle atility law canfers upon
the Public 1"1ilities Commisslon ample
power for the propar eontrol of the sers -

Iee and rates of the cas companies, and
that it 18 belleved to be the Intent of |
Congress that anv action taken with
reference ta fixing the priee of R |
should follow as a result of a8 working |
ot of that law,

| the powerful

SEVEN CABLES

Submarine Believed to Have
Snipped Great Trunk Lines
From Europe.

'ALL BUSINESS IS DELAYED

Remaining Wires Are Burdened

With Great Mass of Com-
munications.

Possible Routes,

Irl that event messagkes would have
Lo be transmitted with great dolav
und at great expense via Oporto, to

Spain, thence 10 Madelrn,
Islunds, Pernnmbuco, Brasi]l, and then
relaved to Naw York, The only other
posgible route would he via gypt,
Indin, China, and San Franciscao,
There i no wireless station
England which would compete

German wireless which
sends daily  messages 1o Ameries
Should German submarinea suceeed in
wevering  all  the cables  hetweesn
Furopa and Anmierica, the (jermans
would have finally turned the tables
on the Britleh for eontting  Gerinan
cables at the he ;.:lnnluu of the war,
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Prisoners on Appam Freed
[ Detained by U. S. AuthontiesBlGGESI NAVY
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Mysiery in ldentity of Sea Raid-
er Deepens—Liner's Status
Unsettied.

NORFOLK. 3

German

Feb

prisoners

Confined
as of war for
nineteen days, 244 British civilians
and one American citizen were re-
leased today from the liner Appam
the
subject of an international dispate

now lying at Newport News,

as to her
Still

siatus

confined to  their state

PRICE ONE CENT.

WILSON WANTS

IN WORLD T0
PROTECT U.§

Tells St. Louis He Intends That
Record of His Administration
Shall Be One of Genuine, Not
Pretended. Neulrality.

President Is Confident the West
Will Urge Congress to Pass
Legislation For Prepared-
ness Within a Month.

LOUIS, Mo., Feb. 3.—In a
stirring  speech todav President
Wilson told St. Louis that he in-
tends the record of his Administra-

ST

tion to be one “of genuine neu-
trality and not pretended neu-
| trality.”

The audience, several thousand
[ nt whom were of German lineage.
applauded the declaration until the
lColiseum rang.

“l am ready to make allowances
' for hoth sides,” the President said
“And | have tried to think so far
as is possible from the point of
view of the other side.”

“l know." he added solemnlv.

how my own heart would burn
and how m if

head would whirl
. saw my country in danger.”
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